
   
 

 

Dear DAAS Parent: 

I know all of you are deeply concerned about threats of violence made against 
our school. Unfortunately we along with many other schools throughout the State 
and Country are dealing with this issue. In fact, there have been over 40 reports 
of threats throughout the region. However in order to ensure the safety of you 
and our students, we must take every threat seriously and that is exactly what we 
did this week. 

On Tuesday, we received information about a threat against our school. We 
immediately made the decision to lock down and evacuate the building. Our 
administrators did a great job of seeing this through in a safe and organized 
manner. Upon discussion with our Admin team and after filing a report with the 
Detroit Police Department, we made the decision to shut down on Wednesday as 
a precaution. On late Wednesday, we learned additional information as well as 
the identity of the student who allegedly made the threats. We immediately 
informed the police and they went out to arrest the student, however they were 
unable to locate the student.  Out of safety concerns, we made the decision to 
shut down on Thursday, until we heard back from the police that the student was 
detained. Fortunately early Thursday the student was in fact arrested.  As we 
learn more information, we will be sure to share it with all of our parents. 

We are so proud of our students and staff members who came forward with 
information regarding the threats that were made. Our staff does an excellent job 
of having “the pulse” of our school and over the next few days they will pay extra 
attention to how our students and parents are reacting to this scare.  If any child 
seems to be overly upset or concerned about this event, please know that we 
have outstanding resources available in our schools and students can talk with 
our highly-trained social worker, staff and professionals from St John’s Hospital.  

We have decided to shut down Friday and prepare to return on Monday, March 
26, 2018. When we do reopen on Monday, throughout our district we ask that 
you keep the following in mind: 

• We will hold grade level assemblies for grades 3 through 8. 

• Age appropriate discussions in the right classroom context will occur but 
will not dominate the conversation of the day. This is especially true in the 
elementary grades where any in-depth conversation is best left to the 
parents. 

• With younger students it is important to make sure they feel safe at 
school; we will remind them: 
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– That although this was a very frightening event that concerned us all, we were 
very fortunate to do everything in our power to ensure the safety of our students 
and staff and that no one was harmed. 

– Although adults and the news are talking a lot about these threats, these are 
rare events and that their safety will always be our priority.  

– the police, parents, teachers, and all school staff are here to keep them safe. 

_ That they should feel comfortable reporting such threats to any staff members. 

As always we want to work with our parents to create the safest possible learning 
environment.  We ask that parents keep the following tips in mind: 

• Over-exposure to these threats at home may lead to students feeling 
distressed, overwhelmed, and frightened.  It is important to limit the 
amount of exposure to these threats, especially younger children. 

• 24 hour news channels will show the same footage over and over.  For 
younger children they may not be able to understand that this event 
happened once and is not happening again and again. 

• School is a safe place and we do have security procedures in place. 

• That parents should make sure we have their updated information 
and make it a regular practice to check our website, the news and 
listen out for any All Call messages.  

As a district it is important for staff and parents to know that we continually work 
to ensure the safety of students and staff during the school day. We have always 
and will continue to follow these procedures: 

–         All staff must have their ID on them at all times and it should be visible. 

_ We have over 50 security cameras throughout our buildings. 

–         All parents and visitors must sign in at the main office and receive a 
visitor’s pass. 

–         Students, parents, and staff are not to open any exterior doors for 
anyone. 

–         As required, all schools practice their emergency drills throughout the 
year. 

–         All schools do have a detailed security/crisis plan in place and it is 
reviewed each year. 

–         The district has an excellent relationship with the police department and 
works closely with them to review security protocol and procedures. 



We have been in contact with the Detroit Police Department and they have 
informed us that there will be a stepped up police presence around our schools 
over the next few days. 

In the days ahead there will be much discussion about what we can do to try and 
stop these types of threats. Please know that your district administrators will be 
looking at all of our procedures regarding safety and how we can do better.  

We will always investigate any and all threats against our school and anyone 
who makes such a threat will be dealt with under the law. In fact, 4 students in 
our State have already been arrested and charged for making such threats 
against other schools. Please know that by working together we will ensure that 
all of our buildings will continue to be a safe place for you to visit and for students 
to learn and achieve. Thank you for your entrusting us with the care and 
education of your child. 

 

Your Partner in Education, 

Maurice G. Morton 

Maurice G. Morton, CEO 

 

 

 

 

 


